THE WIDE-AWAKE CIRCLE

Boys' and Girls’ Department

Rules cr Young Writers,

1. Write plainky pne side of the
pager only and aunt the pages

2 Use pen and ink, not pencil

1. Short and pointed articlés will
be given preteumu. bo not use over
250 words, .
1. origl Jl storles or letton on

5. Wrtk ﬂﬁr name, age nnd ad-
dress plalnly at the botiom of the
tory.

’o““v‘

The Soldier Boy,

I've put on my gay new soidier dress
To rascue gome lady who's in distress:
Feor my heart lx stout, and my sword

In true;
“An, neghbor Dame Perkins! Good-

day to yod'!"
“Bire l’.a.xmcebl Tommy a right fair
Wil you ki!! me the mice In my gar-

rot, pray?

Thay are {rolicking there the whole
day through,

And here ix a shining new dime for

you."
Then ] lifted my hat a= ! would to a
lord

But . back In the seabbard 1 dropped
my sword.

“t would do this for you, fair dame,
in & trioe

Eut [ find tha: I'm sometimep afraid of
mice.

~Caroline Tlefman

fan Dial”™

in “Around the

My Finhing Trip.,
With lttle worms upen my back
And lips and rod {n cans,
1 wtarted out to catch some fieh,
i'4 wisely lald my plans.

I threw my line into A Stream—
It canght upon a branch,

The hook flew back and bit me:
Two handkerchiels to staunch

took:

The blaod—I1 naw untangled all
The cast and knots ugaln

My foot slipped and somehow T've felt
Oh, far fram well, since then!

—Philadelphia Ledger.

UNCLE JED'S TALK TO WIDE-
AWAKES.

Niande Burbank Harding had this
interssting talk in the current f=sue of
Our Domb Animals, and TUnele Jed
would like te have liis Wide- Awakes
oy it

"If all your sums were mads un of
S's’ you eould have one Hundred per
cetnt. In arithmetiec every day, conldn’t
¥ouT PFive, ten, fifteen, tweanty is
Msy to count ax n pame s to play,
and the first ecounting the b hy does
i# on hie fingers and fors,

"D vou know thit almoat every
animal bad five Mnsers and toes, even
ihe horse® Yes theay did, bur ax they
wore no! replly necessiry for tree-
cimbing grasping food, nr holing
thetr young, or for any oroetical uses,
th~ &l gradunlly  disappsared
thay bechme 2 ‘one-ine" animal
The cow has two toes. now, and your
vou notlesd how many (oe=
for tdere v an
that
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comea out of the shell, rer wouid
fAnd five Alstinet moarks sn sach wing,
2y If onee there had Yeen sharp claws
and th and docks, Iong,
onz agn, had five s=pacate ‘oex. Lhe
sugh wmstle web fapt conmdels them
Bow L] the nasds of wh-
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vare  inteapesiire (o o liow often
¢ numhor s reprated among the
Aow=r families. Here v & sthashi limt
I wome five-petl! Rnssams, wild rass
geraniuin stramuperes vielet
vamp honeysEuckie, nasturnuci, for-
ane<nol, milvwaed, Theas ure oni
Ton
Nea how long = list vou oan muke
foars anon-fa)
CLOSE OF DRAWING CONTEST

FOR SEPTEMEER AND OCTOBER

The Award of Prizos.

nuie Jod peccived 45 plotures in the
rnteat Nt closed ¥
The rleven best wre much better

taan in any preceding cantest.

The contest for November and De-
ember has begum

Th* awards mude are
1=t Prize, 3100
v Ariane .\Ild"'rn.l a' Danielaon, 21

ae follows:

o wirest—-Belgura's Prajer An-

roarcd.
4 Prize .05

To Matgaret Naswerihy p? Hampton

The Young Aviator’s First Flight.
34 I'rize, 113

Th Elole . Emith of Nerwich—
Daing iler ﬂit,
ith Prize, $.3

To ll.nrwv Noawdrthy of Hampm
—Father Cabanal, Chaplain of

HOW TO FIGHT
OFF THE GRIP

Commonsense Rules
Everybody Should Follow

To Avoid Danger From §
Great Epidemic.

To Reep well—Kaep clean,
Avald the persoh who sneezas.

Warmth I necessary, —he well
clothed
Sleep well, eat well, play well

Avoid over-gxertion,

Da not let yoursell gel run-down.

Those who are weak and run-down
are the eariiesi, victims,

Remember thht Pather .?ni?ut Medi-
cine makes fighting strenglh 1o wars
off the attacka of the grip gorm. /

Kasp awiy from houses wnete |here
are eanen of (uflusnza.

A neglecled colil ‘eads o wrip  or
posumenia. Take Father John's
Madicine at cha ot sigh of a Cold.
It has had more than 9 years' of
fsuecess treating colds and coughs.

Do not taks medicine containing
narcotic drugs, derivatives of opiom
or other poisons. You are wafe whan
vou take Father John's Meﬂlcm LI
“h : it is guaranteed free from zleo-

ol or dangerous .

|
|
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|
|
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Blue Devils of Fi';m.

ith Prize, §.50.
To Muriel Goldblatt of Baltic—
Waodrew Wilsan,

fth Prize, $.25.

o Piﬂunce Feliows of Washington,
. —A New Thought.
hh Prize, l 3:.

. To Austin Smith of Yantic—Catsh-
ing Up,
3th" Prize, $.25

To Vera G. Briggs of Lebanon—A
Russian Bolchavik.
8th Prize, $.25,

To Florence Fellows of Washington,
D. C—Ready for France.
10th Prize, $.26.

To ida I“retmn of Baltic—Dada!
ada!

Hanorable Mention.

Figith Curtls Wood of Norwich—
Eating to Save Wheat.

Florence Gates of
where in France.

Elolse C. 8mith of Norwich—Playing
Indians

Edith
Bugler,

Fannie Wener of Noswich—Raising
Geese to Help Win the War.

Ida. LaMonte of West Willington—
A Pilgrim Father,

Stelln 1. Polivau of Goodyear—
Uncle Sam's Call for Daddy.

Baltic—Some-

Johnson of Occom—The

Mildred Whitney of Norwich—A
Little Sailor.

Laura Welnseln of Norwich—
Marching to Berlin.

Catherine E. Kirby of Norwich—
Over the Top.

Inez l.’}ui!e of Norwich—Our Patri-
otic Rahbi

Virginia Wnodirmh of Norwich—
The Most Popular Girl of Today.

Make the drawinzs one column wide.
Fxcellent one-clumn pictures will be
given the preference.

THE WINNERS OF PRIZES.
1—lrene Stewart, of Jewelt City—
A Thrift Stamp.

.2—Gabrielle Buuk,‘ of alanufield
(tenter—The Boy Spies at the Defensa
of Fort .Heary.

f—Helen M. Rist, of Norwich—Tho
Blue Grage Seminary Girls’ Christmas
Holidays,

4—May Carter, of Hanover, Marforie
Dean, Tiigh School Saphomore

i—Leona Bergan, of Tafivilla—The
Elue Grass Seminary Girlv.on the Wa-
ter

-Mildred Wilde, of Waursgan—Aa

Thrifr ‘Stemp
i—Delsie Amesz, of Norw! r-h Town
—The Boy Sples on Cliesapenke Bay.

f—Cecelia Carpenter, of North Wind-

Lam-~The Boy Sples al the Selze of

Lietroit.

LETTERS OF ACKNOWLEDGMENT
Elsie A, Fresman, of Hanover:

I re-
orived the prixe book and thank vou
Vers miuen for it. 1 think it s very

intercsling .

clr:°|int C. Lawton, of Warrenville:
Thhnk vou very much for the torift
stamp [ recelved from vou

May Hansen, of Norwici: T recelved

the prige book you sent me entitied
Camp Fire (Hrls' Larke and Pranls.
| ave read it und fonnd [t wvery in-
teresting. Thatlk vou very muen for
4+ I “hope To win unpiher

Mildred |. Weaver, of Mansfieid De-
pet: 1 thank yau for the prize Lopk
Yon gsenl mesentitiad The Hoy Spiox
A Yorktown, 1 have vead it an found
It very interesting

Gabriells Bujak, of Mansfield (Ten-
ter;. Thapk you very much for fhe

la’qly prige book vou sent me
Euolln of mystery and thriliine
tores and this ook proves
adventurons

I liie
aivend
to L weEry

—

WRITTEN
AWAKES.

STORIE BY WIDE-

The Smallest Soldier of Them All
Mignon was lier name. She was n
small, fuzzy-haired Htle doz with
roumt bl i tyes and o restless tall
She could walk on ‘boer Hind legs and
shoke hands and do other ecunning
and .now she wax a sbldier of
hait left 0 very pleasgnt home

in the countiry, where she was the pet
of the whols hiousehold. (o come (o this
lraining caomp  for ( behind the
ARzioting line masier wits a
kind =oidi e, winn snent much

1st Prige, $1.00—The Prayer of Bel-
gmm. by irlml Anderzon of Danlel-

One mornin as
little Mignon was dreaming pleasantly,
she heard her master's voice calling:

“Come, Mignon. You and I must
fight this day for France."

With a glad little cry, she spun:
up and followed him as his regimen
marched to the firing -unu._ The h‘tth
was tarrible, but she never left her
master's side.

Al last word came that the German
guns had destroyed the French tele-
phone wires. Unlm the Freneh com-
mander could get a messige (o his
men on the other side of the field, the
bﬂu“i‘l;a would be lost.

To Annie ; of Danielson—Qur t Is easy," =ald Mignon's mas-
}Vgu:c&;‘ﬁzg—? | ter, as he patted her head. "Hm isa
3 -

brave little messanger.”

When the pouch with the m
wase securely fastened at her ;
Mignon'e masier whispered in her ear:

“Go, little \!lznon. I know wou will

not fail. Have I not taught vou my-
self? Go! You t for France!”
Off she darted. The soldiers watch-

ed _her run swiftly for a few yards
and then crouch as a shell exploded
overhead. Once they thought she had
been killed by a German zun, bat
when the smoke lifted they saw her
far in the distance, dodging and run-
ning forward. At lagt she arrived
safely with the precious message. The
day was won for France!

Later, Mignon's regziment was pa-
raded before the great general to be
honored for bravery. And Mignon was
there, She, too, recelved a Crose of
War, “for," said the soldiers, “if it had
not been for Mignon, we could not
have won.'

IRENE STEWA_RT Age 12,

Jewett City,

Fishing in Japan.

Japanese fishermen catch thelr fsh
in & very differsnt way from our fizh-
trmen. The fisherman will sit In a
little boat and have with him cight or
ten ugly blackbirds. almost tl= size
ol a goose, called cormoranis These
birds live altogether on fish. They
are trained to obey their owners
voice. He malies them dive into the
waler after the fish and they are so
fulek and elever and sharp-eved that
they hardly ever come up out of the
waler without fish In their bheaxs, A
ring is placed around their throats to
rrevent them from swallowing thelr
bosty; but it Is not so tizht thar it
preveriie them f(rom breathing, When
Ihe man is throush Eshing he tnfas-
teag Lhis ring and lets his birde eat
spme of the smaller fish which they
heve caught.

GABRIELLE BUJAK, Aze 15,
Mansfield Center,

How Sugar is Grown.

The land is first plowed and thrown
into ridQes from six (o elght feet
apart, Then 2 small trenech e made in
the top of each ridge anil v each
trench two or threes rowsesof cuttings
from [(he main stili dre jaid end to
rnm'l, A machine has been invented for
covering the cuttings though on the
zmaller planintions thiz is still done
Iy hand. The expense of planting u
lirge plantation is great for frem Your
{9 six tons of cance are required for
ench acre. ‘The nesw shoots spring
foom the joinis of the cuttlngs and
ston the rich, dovk fields ure coversd
with waving green leaves. The piant
grows rapidly untder :he heat of the
southern sun, snd by harvest time hus

altained a height of perhaps fiftean
f2p1,

For seversl yeors (he cane will
spring uUp from the same ronts, hut §{
will grudually become of a poorer
guality. Then the old roots are plow-

ed up and new cuttings
vesting beging usuglly in Oectoher

It |= hettar to ler the eane grow
Sust ayg lote as joseible, bat IF must
e cut "before froxt remes to injure
It.

Negro workmen using Iarge Knives
mude for the purpose, zo through the

plantea. Har-

ficlds cutting the stalks very close 10
thie ground. The lowar par: of the
#tallk wields the most sugar, so thit
the plant is cut as near the roois as
pousible .
HELEN MAE RIST, Aze 1L
Norwich, : i

The Story of a Pansil.
I'm a poor, old worn-out penett.

'm
rhewerd at one end and worn down
at the other, My beautiful red, white

end blue coat ig all seratched off and

my eraser hus becn sone a Iongz time.
1 was once + part of o cedor tree.
I was made round by A mechine, «
hola was hored through me and
sraphite was poured into me.
Then I was backed In a box with
 of ather pencils. When my hox
pened | wag ip o biz #tore. Our

. were atl tipped up on Lthe =nelf

wple could see us good,

Jipny children cams 1o look i us
on the shelf and finglly n Hich: hox
hrouehl me. He Kept mp very nlce
In hig penecll box at firet, and 1 felt =0
prowd. 1 saw 0 many  old  shabby
penells around and | {81t very seorry
for them. Now my Lime has como,
The little boy has whittled me and

caswed me until I'm neariy all gone.
I am |ying here in she corner of
the =choolhouse, old neslected and
wWaorn oglt.
MATY CARTER, Age 10.
Hanover,

Her Prayer Was Answered.

One evening as the =un went down
Brizid zat with Sister Dora, a holv
nun, who was blind, and they talked
of the love of Jesns CThrist and the
joys of Poradise, Now iheir heurts
were 50 full that the night fled away
while theyv in'ked together, and neith-
er knsw tha* o many hours had sped.

Then the sun came up from hbeahind
the Wickiovy' Mountains aud the pure
Hight made the face of the cafth bright
and xay. Then Brigid sighed when
she saw how lovely wers earth and
sky, and knew that Dora's eves were
closed {o all this beauty. o she bow-
ed her head and praved, andd extended
her hand and gighad as did the gen-
tle sister.

The durkoess paszsed away from
them, and Dora saw the Golden Ball
in the FKast, sind all the trees and flow-
ers glittering with dew i» the morn-
ing iight. 3he looksd a:little while
and then lurming to the sbbess sald:

“Cloee my cyes again, denr miother,
for when the world is so wvisible to
the eyas God s seen loas clearly to
the soul” v

So Brigig praved once more, and
Dora's eves srew dark azain ]

LEONA TERGERON,

Taftviile.

A True Comrade of the Battlefialds.

Pierre I'rapcolse. a tria Wranchman,
once owned a beautiful St Bernard
dog. He would accormpan> Plerrs on
all his irips and. travels and where
he was there Plerre was, also.

Then suddenly came the declaration
of war against Garmany and Fiegre
answored the call. But what was to
be done with Frisky, the dog? At
length it was decided to have him
stay with DPisrre’s aunt, The day
came at last and afiter a tezrful part-
ing with Frisky, Pierre marched to
the front.

The naxt day it was feund out that
Frisky hod broken his bonds and left.

A few days afterward n teriffic bat-
tle took plase and as night came on
Plerre lay wounded in a ehell crater
nour the enemy's lines, 1ia was faint
from J&ck of food ‘and ‘drink, and in
Seeills amany and paln.  Soddasly 3

e

YOUNG AVIATOR'S FIRST FLIGHT,

Hampton, nn.

by Margaret Neosworthy, of

large bunch of fur sprang r-uu‘u‘e in-
to the crater. It was VUrisky. With
tears in his eres Pierre bade the dog
zo home. “I'm about done for, Frisky,
you go and save your e anyway,
my bruve dog.”

Prisky at this selzed (e cap off
Pierra's head and dashed off. A few
dave Tater Fisrre In an American hos-
pitel, was told the story nof how the
doz came 1o the other wnen and beg-

ged for the aid that saved Pierre's
Tife.
That night Pierre with hi=z arms

abont Frigky's neel tried Lo tell him

haw grateful he was, bt [Urisky only
replied: ‘Bow Waw!" ns if to say:
“Oh, T kpow uil about it!™
MILDREDR WILDE, Aze 12,
Wauregan
Our Liberty Bell.
The diberty bell was not rung on
the 4th of July as supposed. It took

four days before the Declaration of
Indepehdencs was signed and could be
approved in all the thirteen states, so
it was rung the Eth of July, 1776, to
proclaim the birth of the Tinited
States, just 142 vears ago.

The hell was cast by Thomas Ledter
af Whitechapel, London, and sent 1o
Philadelphla in 1752

It was hung in Lhe statehouse Aug.

27th of that year, and ciwmcked, but
was easily repaired.
It was next rung Oet, 31st. 1765,

when the stamp act was put in opera-
tion by King George 11 of Engiand.
The beil was muffled and tolled

It was rung agaln April 23th, 1778,
after the battle of Leoxington.

The Liberty bell was taken from
Philadelphia in September, 1777, for
#afe keeping, and returned June 27th,
1778,

1t was rung Oct. 24th, 1781, announe-
ing the surrender of Cornwallis.

April 18th, 1783, it proclaimed the
treaty of peace ending the Rewvolu-
tionary war.

Dec, 26th, 1789, It tolled
death of George Washington.

Um Joly 4th, 1825, It was rung to
celebrate the 50th anniversary of In-
dependences,

On the same day just 38 vears later,
on July Sth. 1835, the great bell tolled
for the lnst time for the death of John
Marshzall, at one time chiel justice of
the United States

Wiliile ringing. o

for the

girent  ‘hombing

noise was heard. The bell wius erack-
od—rhis timp never to be riung agoin.
DELSIE AMES, Age 12,

Norwich.

LETTERS TO UNCLE JED.

Backing Up The Sailors.

Dear ITnels Jed: | am going to carn
& Thrift Btemp. for if T should win
anything 1 would prefar n Thrift
Stamp, for jou see ! have got to get
eleven wmors stamps for my third
stamp card! And then vou Kknow T
witnt Lo take part in helping back up
our soldiefs.

My hix brother is a lisutenant and
is over in France now. Ife is a bal-
loonist and s right at the front. He
has taken hisx first jump of twealve
hundred feei. He is the only brother
I have, so we have no mare to give:
and T want to earn Thrift Stemps to
take the place of more hrothers.
BLANCHE MONTGOMERY, AGE 11,

Griswold.

Helping Uncle Sam.

Deir Uncle Jed: T help Uncle Sam
by buying Thrift stamps and War
Savings stamps,

“A quarter a day may keep a Ger-
man away."

Qur teacher has asked us to =ave
all our npui shells. T have already
carried quite a lot of diiferent shells.
It stakes one pound of nut shels to
make enough charcoal for one gas
mask.

My little brother and I save our
tinfoil for the Red Cross.

I taks tan cents a week for the poor
French orphans.

We have the Fourth Liberty loan.
I &lgo knit for the Red Cross.

T hope all the Wide Awakes
helping 'ncle Sam.

DORIS GEER, Age 10,

Scntlnmi Road.

Rre

Robin's First Walk.

Dear Uneic Jed: It war a heauntiful
morning in summer. There was not a
cloud in tha bljge sky.

A softl, south wind was stirring the
leawves on the trees,

The air was full of the songs of

birds.

My frisnd. Robert, aad I, were
wiiking along a shady road 'in the
counlry. Now and then we stopped

te grther some fMlowers, or to look at
the bloszoms= on the vines and bushes
by the roadside.

Now and then we saw a squirrel
running up n tree, or & Leaontiful bird
fiving among the branches.

“Look thera! What Is that* cried
Robert all at once. Some little crea-
ture was hopping aleng in the road
hefore us. We both ran to see what
it was. But Robert came up with it
first. .

*On! it is a young robin out of ifs
nest!” And ko It was, He wos not old
enough to fiy. Hix wings #°re not
long enough or stronz ennugh to he
of much use to him. Hop! hop! hopn!
on he went.

Ha did nat seem to be much afraid

-
of me.

Robert said: *“We musr not lesave
him here in the road. Scme dog or
rough boy will eatch him, and kil him.
Let us put him fn the field on the
other side of the fence!™

How the little creature fluttered and
crind.

“We are not going to ltarm vou, Sir
Speckied FBreast? We are only going
io put you wvver the fenoe where you
will he safe umong the hushes and the
tall grass!”

But still he cried and futtered. He
tried hard to jump fromm  Robert’s
hands.

CECILIA CARPENTER. Agw 12.

North Windliam.

My Schesl.

Dear Uncle Jed: 1 will 1ol vou about
my school. Tt is a small., white build-
ing. 1t is tha Tyler schon! Thirteen
children attead it. We have a2 dandy
teacher, her name iz Misz Spencer, 1
am in the Bixth grade,

Our school starts at 2 g m. and
c¢loses at 2,20 p. m. We hieve sn hour's

tiooning, €0 my brother. my sitsers,
and I come home for dinner. We al-
#8 have two recesszes, each lasting

fifteen minutes, We have savan
studiez In my grade.

1 haven't hnilted anvihing for the
Rad Cross yel, bur I hops to later
on, still T am continuing in boving
Thrift Stamps

I play mauy a game ai school with
my" sehoolmales, We play “Puss in the
Corner,” Red Rover' "Tag" and
many othars among which i= “Catch-
ing the Leaves" T like to play this the
beat. 1 eall the Jeaves snow flakes as
they dance on thelr way earthward.

This s not really a game, but it's
fine, anyvway

1 hope every
hWimself as 1 do.

STELLA GASKA, Asze 10.

Jewett City,

Wide-awake enjoys

Bob White.

Dear neiz Jed: Bob White Is a
shy little bird that lives [ the mead-
ows and wheit fields. Tn the summer
time when the wheat is growing ripe,
von can sometimes hear him calling:
“Bob WhHe: Bob White!"”

Tie likeg to @idy in the meadows
where the griss i85 grésn and tall, and
where he is safe from the guns of the
hunters. Sometimes in the morning
son can hear him  calitng: “Bobh
White! Bob White!™ He Is very wild.
If you stir he is off.

In the nesl, she has Ial{d more than
2 dozen litt's while eggs. Day after
day she #its on them while Bob White
goes oul alter food and ecalls back
to her and tells her not to be afraid.

LEON CARPENTER, Age 11.

MANSFIELD CENTER

Mrs. George C. Jenner, jr., has besen
uppointed chalrman for Mansifield of

the Red Cross War Rellef cCommit-
tea Home Service Section. Families
in this locality of men in the 1I. 8,

service who are in need of informi-
tion or assistance of any kind snould
apply to Mrs. Jenner.

Mre, 3, H. Wyman has charge of
the Christmas pachages for the
AMansfield Center Red Cross branch
territory. The carions are to be ob-
tained of her and packages brought
to her committee for inspection and
wrapping.

The report of the work done by the
local Red Crosg branch since {ts or-
ganization, May 1915, was given by
the chairman, Mrs .George H, Allen,
at the annual meeting, showing the
amount of completed work as follows:
Surgical dregsings 4860; hospital gar-
ments, 862: refugeo garments, 104;
Knltted articles, 207, comtort bags 4.
The financial report from May 1, 1%17,
lo Junme 34, 1918, shows receipts
(money ralsed by local braneh) of 1 -
0%5.98; expenditures §163058, leaving
a balance in the treasury July 1, 1918,
of $58.45.

At a meeting of the executrve com-
mittee held last Friday afternoon,
Mrs. G. H, Allen was elected chair-
man of the Red Cross entertalnment
committes, Mrs. E. P. Aver, chalr-
man of publicity committes,

Eugene Whiton and daughters, Mrs.
Jacoba, Mrs., Louise Hoxis and AMrs.
Rath Macintyre, were in North Adams
last week to attend the funeral of My,
Whiton's daughter, Mrs. Mildred
King, wife of Arthur King of North
Adams. Mrs, King's death ocourred
at a hospital In that city and was due
to influenza. Besides her hoseand,
parents, sisters and a brother, she
leaves five children, the youmpgest a
gon born only nine Mays before his
mother's death. Mis, King’s zirihood
was spent in Mansfield, and fhe leaves
hure many friends who mourn her loss,

Miss Elnera Merrill, who served us
Fouseleeper for C. . Leamed durins
the summer, died recently at the heme
of Ther niece in West Hawen. A]-
though her physical condition prevent-
rd her from making many acquaini-
ances her, those who knew Miss Mer-
rill loved her and recognized her as a
woman eof unuseal grace and Chris-
tian character.

Much sympathy is expressed for
Mrs, Sigfried Oleen and her four chil-
dren in the loss of husband and fa-
ther. For a number of years Mr Ol-
sen had resided in Mansfield Center,

heing emploved ‘as clark at Mr. Odin’s
wtore, and Iater as chnuffeur for Mr.
Perzy. Hs will lang be remesmberad
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The Original Food-Drink For All Ages.
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